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Trials, 
smiles 
await in 
new year 


Politicians in courtroom, 
cashless tolls make news 


BY NEWS STAFF 


Get ready for 2018, a year that will be full 
of news in Western New York. 

Looking into our crystal ball, we predict 
there will be scandalous trials, smiles on the 
faces of motorists approaching Grand Is- 
land, a governor running for re-election with 
perhaps one eye on the White House, the re- 
birth of a few Amherst shopping hotspots, a 
fight over casino dollars and some new side- 
walks in the suburbs. 

Here’s what you can expect: 


Year of corruption trials 

It will be the Year of Corruption Trials 
for Albany. The first half of the year will be 
taken up with a dizzying array of trials - on 
charges ranging from bribery to election 
law violations. Republicans and Democrats, 
including people who have been extremely 
close to Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo over the 
years, are defendants. 

The court action kicks offin early Janu- 
ary with the trial of several people involved 
in alleged conspiracy schemes, including 
Joseph Percoco, the longtime friend and ad- 
viser to Cuomo. His arrest started with the 
Buffalo Billion probe by former U.S. Attor- 
ney Preet Bharara. 

February will see former Sen. George Ma- 
ziarz, the onetime ruler of Niagara County 
GOP affairs, go before a state judge for a trial 
on charges he violated state election laws. 

April is the scheduled date for the retrial 
of former Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
who was convicted of getting rich by using 
the power of his office. That conviction was 
overturned when the U.S. Supreme Court 
narrowed the definition of public corruption. 

In June, a two-fer. First up, on June 11, is 


See Stories on Page A4 


Gillibrand’s 
standing rises 
with movement 


Presidential run in 2020 
may be on the horizon 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 


NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 


WASHINGTON - To hear Sen. Kirsten E. 
Gillibrand tell it, the #+MeToo moment is part 
of something far larger than the fight against 
sexual impropriety. It’s part of a new activ- 
ist political movement that’s just starting to 
show its strength on issue after issue. 

Anditcould be part ofsomething larger for 
Gillibrand, too. 

New York’s junior senator is running for 
re-election and won't discuss the possibility 
of seeking the 2020 Democratic presidential 
nomination. And while Gillibrand’s willing- 
ness to criticize fellow Democrats has angered 
some in her own party, political pros say there’s 
no doubt that Gillibrand’s leading-edge role in 
the fight against sexual assault and harass- 
ment has enhanced her stature nationwide. 

The Washington Post recently ranked her 
fourth on its list of top potential Democratic 


See Gillibrand on Page A7 


WON BUFFALO 


The Bills Mafia parties like its 1999 as the teams 17-year playoff drought 
comes to a dramatic end with a 22-16 win over the Dolphins 


Photos by James P. McCoy/Buffalo News 


Bills’ quarterback Tyrod Taylor, right, and backup quarterback Joe Webb celebrate the end of Buffalo’s 17-year playoff drought in the 
locker room after the team’s 22-16 win over the Dolphins on Sunday in Miami. 


By MARK GAUGHAN 


NEWS SPORTS REPORTER 


ing, dong The Drought 

is dead. 

“Tt’s galvanizing, it’s encour- 

aging, it’s positive,” said Bills 
Wall of Famer Steve Tasker of the Buf- 
falo Bills’ ending the most frustrating 
chapter of their 58-year history. 

“The city makes the playoffs,” 
Tasker said. “The football team just 
represents it. It’s just a great feeling 
for everybody in the region. I think 
it’s been so long since anyone has felt 
that, you forget how special it is.” 

Sunday’s 22-16 victory over the 
Miami Dolphins - along with the Ben- 
gals’ improbable comeback in the final 
minute to beat Baltimore - snapped 
the longest active non-playoff streak in 
USS. professional sports — 17 years. 

Nobody considers the Bills, with a 
9-7 record, a serious threat to win the 
Super Bowl. But at least they’re in the 


Jerry Sullivan 

It’s asurreal deal as Bills enter 
anew reality known as the NFL 
playoffs for first time in 17 years. 


WE 


Buffalo Bills running back LeSean 
McCoy celebrates with team owner Terry 
Pegula in the locker room. 


Up next: The Jags 


The Bills return to the playoffs at 


1p.m. Sunday in Jacksonville as they 
take on the Jags in a wild card game. 


NFLs 12-team postseason tournament 
for the first time since the 1999 season. 

The Bills will visit the Jacksonville 
Jaguars in an AFC Wild-Card Playoff 
game Sunday. 

Bills fans worldwide can put to rest 
The Drought jokes. The Drought was 
old enough to drive, go to college and 
serve in the military. Mercifully, it died 
before reaching legal drinking age. 

“Tm happy obviously for guys I 
played with, guys like Kyle Williams,” 
said Bills great Brian Moorman, who 
punted for the team from 2001 to 
2013. “But more than anything too, 
I’m just happy for the community. 
They’ve supported us for so long all 
those years when we kind of got close 
but missed it. It’s fun to know the fans 
are enjoying being in this position 
again. And that’s not to mention the 
excitement for what the future holds, 
making the playoffs in Year One of the 


See Bills on Page A3 


BNblitz.com 

Watch The News’ reporters break 
down the game by downloading the 
BN Blitz app or BNblitz.com. 
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WEATHER 


~ Frigid with a snow shower. High 
13, low 7. Details on Page C6 
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